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HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 2012 / 5773
ROSH HASHANAH SCHEDULE
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 16
7:30p.m
Rosh Hashanah
Sept. 17
10a.m.
Children’s service
3p.m.
Tashlich
4 :30 p.m.
(at the Mandeville Lakefront Gazebo)
2nd day Rosh Hashanah Sept. 18

YOM KIPPUR SCHEDULE
Kol Nidre
Sept. 24
8p.m.
Yom Kippur
Sept. 25
10a.m.
Children’s service
3p.m.
Afternoon service :
4 p.m.
followed by Yizkor Memorial service and
Ne’ilah concluding service.

10a.m.
Break-fast immediately following Ne’ilah service.

TICKETS ARE NOT REQUIRED. DONATIONS FROM COMMUNITY MEMBERS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED.

2012-2013 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Adm. Assistant
Billie Holden

President, Ira Rosenzweig
Vice President, Patti Oppenhiem
Treasurer, Jeff Rubin
Recording Secretary, Cathy Hunter

Trustees
Jose’ Collazo
Ken Holladay
Lois Jampole
Jim Klein
Maureen Kurtz
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[Rabbi] Nimon Says:
Another year has flown by. Before you know it, we will all be in synagogue asking
God to bless us in the year ahead, and seeking forgiveness for not living at our best
in the year gone by.
Please keep in mind that the Yamim Noraim (the Days of Awe), the period from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur, is considered a time for confessing our sins against the Source of all Life. The High Holy Days are not
considered effective in atoning for transgressions against people. I write, “people” and not “others” deliberately because at times some of our most egregious sins are committed against ourselves. We know better and
still choose to act in a less than God-like manner. We show anger inappropriately, we gossip, we hold
grudges. We, who are commanded to be an am kadosh, a holy people, are all too capable of falling short of
achieving that level of behavior.
The month that precedes Rosh Hashanah, Elul, is given to us as a time for doing “selihot”, seeking forgiveness from people that we have wronged. Please use the remaining time between now and Rosh Hashanah to
really examine your life. If there are others who you need to approach for forgiveness, do it now. If others
approach you, try not to hold on to anger and resentment. Those feelings only diminish the person who carries them around. If you have done anything to yourself that has diminished your own self worth, keep in
mind the biblical teaching that all humanity was created “in the image of God” - Gen. 1:27).
We are all holy and it is crucial that we try live up to that standard.
Our tradition teaches us that mitzvah goreret mitvah, averah gorerat averah - one good deed will bring
another good deed, one transgression will bring another” (Mishnah, in Pirkei Avot 4:2). We constantly are
changing. If we are not careful it can be for the worse, but an examined life can lead to improvement.
Time is always passing. This time of year we are even more conscious of it. May we make the most of our
days so that, in the words of the Psalmist, “we can obtain a heart of wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12)
Lisa joins me in wishing all of you a Shannah tovah u’metukah, a happy and sweet new year.

Selichot Service
Saturday, September 8th
At 9:30 P.M.
It is traditional to hold a special service of Selichot
(forgiveness) on the Saturday night prior to Rosh Hashanah.
Our Selichot observance will take place on Saturday,
September 8th. We will begin the evening with havdallah
at 9:30 P.M. followed by a social hour. The service will begin at approximately 10 P.M.
Our confirmation class will participate in leading services
.
For more information about Selichot check the following
link:http://urj.org/holidays/highholidays/

TODAH RABAH !!!
A sincere thank you to our
cantorial soloists
and musicians!
Who generously give of their time to make
our services so special.
ANDRE’ DEHAAN
CHERYL KLEIN
PATTI OPPENHEIM
ELLEN STEIGMAN
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Top Ten Reasons To Love the NJC
The High Holy Days are a time for reflection, so I’ve reflected on some of the things that make the
Northshore Jewish Congregation such a wonderful and important place to be. So, here goes!
#10. We’re the only game in town. We don’t consider that a consolation prize. We’re proud to be the
only congregation in the I-12 corridor, with members from Mandeville, Covington, Slidell, Tangipahoa and
Mississippi, offering a full range of religious services and social activities.
#9. Blueberry Schnaps. Come and enjoy our Shabbat Pot Luck Dinners on the first Friday of every
month. Last month we enjoyed homemade Blueberry Schnapps from one of our newest members,
Adrian Juttner.
#8. Spend two hours away from your kids on Sunday mornings. Well, not really. We’re working hard
to make Religious School an interesting and fun experience for our children. We started off with a fantastic
shofar-making workshop on the first day of school. Our plans include learning sessions and lectures for the
parents, too, so the whole family becomes involved.
#7. Sleep late on Saturday mornings. Okay, I’m kidding about this, too. Join Rabbi Nimon for an interactive Shabbat morning service every Saturday. The NJC has evening and morning services every Shabbat
and holiday.
#6. Other people will do stuff for you. We have the greatest volunteers at the NJC! Our members do everything from running large committees to the smallest acts of kindness. Join a committee or see what else
you can do to participate.
#5. You can do stuff for other people. The NJC is deeply committed to social action in our community.
We just completed our special Tikkun Olam Shabbat with Habitat for Humanity, and our Sisterhood will
build with Habitat again on October 19th. We’ll also have our Yom Kippur food drive for the Covington
Food Bank, we periodically hold blood drives, and we’re scheduling many other meaningful events and programs.
#4. Tailgating. Yes, the NJC tailgates! Join us on November 3, 2012, for our big Annual Gala. We’re
moving the Gala back to the Castine Center to host a big tailgate party on the night of the LSU-Alabama
game. Don’t miss this great event and please offer to help get ready for the big night.
#3. Go Green. Visit our wonderful Serenity Garden. Thanks to the efforts of some of our member volunteers, our Garden was transformed from a back lot into a beautiful space. We’ve had a wedding in the Garden and used it in connection with many services and other events.
#2. Meet famous people. Of course, last year we hosted internationally-renowned chef John Besh, and
had wonderful concerts with local celebrities Leah Chase and Don Vappie. We’re working on other fun
and interesting social events for this year.
#1. It’s all about you. That’s right, it’s all about you. The NJC is your Congregation.
Rabbi Nimon, the Board and all our fabulous volunteers work hard to make this Congregation
a comfortable, meaningful and spiritual place for everyone. Let us know what works and what we need to
do to make the NJC an even greater congregation for everyone.
L’Shanah Tova,
Ira Rosenzweig
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Who Knows Six? We know Six.
Six are the sections of:
The Mishnah.
Perhaps you will recognize the words above as coming from one
of the last songs we sing at our Passover seder, but what is the
Mishnah? The Mishnah was a revolutionary book compiled by
Rabbi Judah the Prince around 200 C.E. The Rabbis of that time
maintained that Moses received two revelations at Sinai; the written Torah and an oral explanation that explained many of the details of the Five Books of Moses. The Torah itself had clear and
unambiguous reference to not adding to the Torah, but R. Judah
took the bold step of codifying the Oral Law. Discussions of the
Mishnah took place for hundreds of years and eventually the
Mishnah with those discussions became written down in the Talmud.
Rabbi Nimon will be teaching a course on the Mishnah every
other Tuesday evening beginning October 16 th. Attendees will be
required to pay a materials fee of $ 18.00. Please contact Rabbi
Nimon if you are interested in this class. Pre-registration is required so that the texts can be pre-ordered. The class will run for
approximately ten sessions.
Tuesdays, 8:15-9:15 p.m.
October
16th and 30th
November
6th and 20th
December
11th
Bible Study with Dr. Ken Holladay
Resuming October 9th
For many years Ken Holladay has been leading study sessions on
the Bible. He brings with him a wealth of knowledge and a drive
to go deeply into the text. Ken delves into the biblical material to
get meaning that is both from a historical and contemporary point
of view. He leads lively discussions and is always encourages
questions. Even if you have never attended any of his sessions,
you are welcome to join the group at any time
Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15 p.m.
October:
9th and 23rd
November:
13th and 27th
December:
4th and 18th
Meditation Exercises to be Offered by Dr. Av Szyller
Dr. Szyller will be leading sessions in meditation at his home in
Covington. In a setting that overlooks woods and a river and situated near ponds and beautiful gardens, Av will help people learn
about and experience meditation.
Meditation is mentioned in the Torah. In the first book of the Five
Books of Moses, Genesis, we read that “Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the evening time…” (Gen 24:63). In the 19 th
century of the common era, Rabbi Israel Salanter, founder of the
Musar (Ethical) Movement suggested that meditation could help
to improve moral character. The sessions will be free for members of the NJC family.
These sessions will be held starting in October on a date and at a
time that will be announced in the future.

2012

Adult Education
Introduction to
Kabbalah
To start on Tuesday, Oct. 16th
One of our members, Ms. Josh
Rosenthal, has studied The Kabbalah
for close to two decades. She has
graciously offered to share with us
some of the many insights that she
has gained in her readings. Josh will
teach us how God, HASHEM,
(a way of referring to God’s name, and meaning “The
Name”) directs our lives. HASHEM has given us the
instruction of how to lead a moral life that will reflect the
HOLINESS that is HASHEM. She has observed that all
too often we engage in pettiness and forget the importance of “loving our neighbors as ourselves.” (Liv.19:18)
Josh will be using a short summary of the weekly Torah
portion that explains the material consistent with and
based on classic teachings of the Kabbalah. No background is necessary. Just come with an open mind.
The Kabbalah is part of Chasidic Judaism but it is also
studied and appreciated by the non-Chasidic world. The
sessions will not be going very deep into the subject so
no one will be overwhelmed. Those in attendance will
get a feel for a spiritual and ethical approach to the Jewish tradition. The class will meet initially on Tuesday,
October 16th in the NJC Library. It will meet on the
same days as Rabbi Nimon’s Mishnah class.

Is there Life after Death?
What do Jews believe about the world to
come? Does it exist? Will we all get there or
is it reserved for only a few select souls? Do
we believe in the concept of hell? What does
Judaism have to say about reincarnation? Why do we
bury our dead so quickly? Why does traditional Judaism
not allow cremation? What do liberal Jews think about
it? These and other questions will be discussed at the
home of Jeff & Katye Rubin in early November. The
Rubin family reside in Mandeville. Another discussion
over coffee is being planned at the home of David Kaplan in Slidell.
The exact dates of these two sessions have not been set,
but if you are interested in attending either or both sessions, contact Rabbi John on his phone at NJC
(985.400.3959). Please call him if you are interested in
offering your home as a venue for an evening of thoughtful discussion.
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NORTHSHORE
JEWISH
CONGREGATION
PRESENTS

OUR 2012 GALA &
TAILGATING PARTY
LSU vs. ALABAMA
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3rd
CASTINE CENTER IN MANDEVILLE

$50 per person
PRIZES, FREE FOOD & DRINKS
BIG T.V. SCREENS
Contact NJC and check our website for details.

2012
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What’s in a Name?
Here's a discussion from Jim Klein
with a thoughtful topic for your consideration.
Give us your comments on Facebook!
Northshore Jewish Congregation. What's in a name? NJC, as a name, refers to a geographical location that
distinguishes it from the South shore. Is this what we want - to identify our location in reference to the South
shore or do we want a name that helps anchor us to our core values (God, Israel, Peace) and to the life of our .
Over the last couple of years we have struggled with our financial future and slow decline in membership. I
am optimistic of a promising future for our synagogue. I recently read about of one of the first Reform synagogues in the United States - Congregation Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim in Charleston (1750). In 1904 Beth
Elohim was founded in Georgetown, S.C., and named after Beth Elohim in Charleston. Beth Elohim started
much as we did with a part-time rabbi and student rabbis. Over the years the membership dwindled to five
people. In anticipation of its closure one of the two torah scrolls were sold. Through a rededication of its
leaders the congregation grew and survives today as a viable synagogue.
Perhaps a name like Beth Elohim would fit us. I would like to know more about the history of how we decided on NJC - I suspect it just fit at the time - but does it fit today? I believe that we need to establish our
identity for now and for the future. For those who have a difficult time in breaking away from NJC as a name,
perhaps we can have a Hebrew name associated with NJC. For example, Beth Elohim,The Northshore Jewish
Congregation. Our letterhead would read:
Beth Elohim
The Northshore Jewish Congregation
Note: I simply like Beth Elohim as a synagogue name and only offer it up as one possibility for consideration.

A Message from our Membership Chair… Tami O’Connell
To Our Community:
NJC has been a growing & thriving Temple since 1996. If you
are looking for a caring, Jewish congregation, with a variety of
worship opportunities, and a place to learn and experience the
meaning of Reform Judaism, then this is the place for you on
the Northshore.
We encourage participation through social action, Religious
School, Hebrew School, & many other meaningful experiences.
At NJC, we are more than a place to worship, we are a family.
I look forward to meeting you. Come see what we are all about
& jump right in.
To Our Members:
Want to help in some way but don’t know how?
This might be what you are looking for….
Membership Committee is a great way to help your Synagogue show our hospitality & provide meaningful experiences
for our members, new members & potential new members in
our community. If you would like to help with Membership
please contact me.
Tami O’Connell 985-626-9915 Tami1305@bellsouth.net

The NJC building sustained some damage
due to Hurricane Isaac.
Ceiling tiles (pictured above) fell in several
rooms, resulting in water damage to the rugs.
Donations would be appreciated to help defray
the cost of the roof repair.
Please send donations to :
NJC Building Fund
1403 N. Causeway Blvd.
Mandeville, LA 70471
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TOT/KINDER SHABBAT
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th @
6pm

Hebrew School starts Monday
September 10th 4:30-6pm
If you have a child entering the 4th grade or is 9 years old
and is interested in being a Bar or Bat Mitzvah please
contact Roberta Torman at bertaotr@bellsouth.net or
985-630-1153.
If your child is not able to participate in the regular weekly school, feel free to contact me at the
number below.

2012

All children 9 and under are
invited to our monthly
Kinder Shabbats.
These services are a half hour in length and geared
toward a shorter attention with some activity, music and movement. Contact Roberta Torman at
bertaotr@bellsouth.net for more details.

A Message from Hebrew School Director...Roberta Torman
We are excited to start a new Hebrew school curriculum called Mitkadem. Mitkadem is a Hebrew prayer and
ritual program that allows students to feel they are able to learn and be successful, no matter what their level
of ability. Highly motivated and adept students speed ahead as they discover just how engaging and meaningful the study of Hebrew and prayer can be. Teachers quickly identify those students who, due to absences
or learning issues, need special help. One-on-one attention and individually designed programs can accommodate these students as they continue to work productively alongside their classmates.
These are the possibilities of the self-paced Mitkadem program. The work of the teacher is not a traditional
one. While frontal, whole-group lessons can close a class session or occasionally replace a Mitkadem session. The self-paced classroom requires the teacher to be a facilitator of individual learning. He/she is the nucleus of the classroom, setting up a functional system for working, keeping students on track, and addressing
individual needs.
POT LUCK EREV ROSH HASHANNA ONEG
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH
FOLLOWING SERVICES

TRADITIONAL
YOM KIPPUR POT-LUCK BREAK FAST.
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CONCLUDING
SERVICES ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH.

R’fuah Shleimah
Sally Rosenblum
Ian Steinberg

Pamela Gould
Matthew Gould
Anne Uhry
Av Szyller
Ari Crosby

Like to crochet or knit?
Have some spare time?
Please contact Billie at
admin@northshorejewish.org
about helping her create special donation
comfort/meditation shawls for Rabbi to
bring to ill or suffering congregants.
NJC will supply a simple pattern, if you
will supply the finished shawl!
FIRST FRIDAY SHABBATS
OCTOBER 5
NOVEMBER 2
DECEMBER 7
KINDER SHABBAT

6 p.m.

Many Thanks to all who helped on the very successful Yard Sale!
Jose, Michael and Jake Collazo, Billie Holden, Joanie Brooks Cox, Shannon Noonan,
Roberta Torman, Judy and Al Reznik, Rick Winkler, Jason Kocsis, Jeff Rubin, Cheryl
Klein, Bonnie Bernstein-Sullivan, Marlene Steinberg, Rosalie Solnik Wolfe,
Mark Wolfe,Nan Cohen MacMaster, Dan McMaster, Maureen Goldfarb Kurtz.
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NJC President, Ira Rosenzweig
presents an award to Maureen
Kurtz “In Appreciation of her
Dedication as Administrator,
Teacher, Trustee, and Volunteer”.

2012

The wireless network is being upgraded to allow for seamless wireless
web access throughout the building.
This improvement will enable the use of live
browsing and streaming in the social hall,
sanctuary and the classrooms. The project is
scheduled to be completed by the High Holidays.
Jeff Rubin, IT chair
Children on the first day of
Religious school made their
own shofars and practiced
sounding with
Rabbi Mendel Rivkin.

Dylan O'Connell will be a Bar MItzvah on November 10,
2012. He chose a Mitzvah project that he felt very connected
to since he loves sports and wants to make a difference helping young boys his own age that are less fortunate & who have
lost there fathers. The organization he is promoting and helping is called Son of a Saints Sports FoundationPlease donate
any new or used sports equipment such as baseball, football,
tennis, golf, fishing, etc…There will be a collection bin at NJC
as well at Lake Harbor Middle School.

NJC SISTERHOOD
Book Club will be meeting on
Tuesday, September 11th at 7:30.
The books we have been reading for the meeting are Prague Winter by Madeleine Albright and
Sweet Dates In Basra by Jessica Jiji.
Check emails and the NJC Website for upcoming
Sisterhood events!

COMMITTEES
Archives Committee – Chair Jim Klein (ajkcfk@msn.com)
Budget & Finance Committee – Chair Jeff Rubin
(rubin.jeff@gmail.com)
Building Fund – Chair David Kaplan (dkaplan308@aol.com)
Caring Committee – Chair Lois Jampole ( ljampole@yahoo.com)
Gala– Chair : Mark Wolfe (howl@bellsouth.net )
House Committee –
Co-Chairs Dan Oppenheim (c210dao@charter.net)
Andre’ DeHaan (njcandre@gmail.com )
Information Technology (IT) Committee –
Chair Jeff Rubin (rubin.jeff@gmail.com)
Membership– Chair Tami O’Connell (tami1305@bellsouth.net )

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:
ADRIAN JUTTNER
LISA & GUY HEBERT
and their children,
ALYSSA, LAUREN & LUC.

Music Committee-Chair Patti Oppenheim (opplaw1@att.net )
Library Committee – Chair Bonnie Wood
(beebeewood@gmail.com )
Religious School Director: Sandy Brenner (sb123166@aol.com )
Hebrew School Director: Roberta Torman (bertaotr@bellsouth.net)
Ritual Committee – Chair Robert Biller (billerrealty@aol.com)
Social Action Committee –
Chair Cheryl Klein (cherylk410@gmail.com )
Youth Group Advisors:
Ellen Steigman (steigmantino@aol.com)
Bonnie Bernstein (bonbernstein@bellsouth.net )
Brotherhood – President Quinten King
(quinten.king@hotmail.com )
Sisterhood – President Joni Soboloff (soboloff@aol.com )
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NJC Sisterhood and
Habitat for Humanity Women's Build
Friday, October 19
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
The Groves in Covington, LA
For more info, or to sign up, please contact
Cheryl Klein at cherylk410@gmail.com.
Pictured on right: NJC participates in a Habitat Build.

NJC BROTHERHOOD NEWS
Welcome to our New Year from the
Brotherhood!! I would like to thank Miles
Mark (Treasurer) and Ed Kurtz (VP) for
agreeing to continue to serve as the officers
for the Brotherhood again this
year. Please contact us if you have questions or recommendations for
events for the coming year. I would also like to thank the Brothers
that competed on our Softball League this summer. They had a successful season and more importantly a good time.
We would like to do a better job "getting the word out" and getting more people involved this year. We will be posting news of
our events on our Facebook page and email notifications as
well. Please give me a call or drop me a note if you are not hearing
about Brotherhood events (985-789-8927
or quinten.king@hotmail.com).
We will be holding regular poker nights on Mondays every other
week at 7 pm. We are also looking at a couple of combined game
nights with the sisterhood for some other board games. More to follow
as those plans solidify. We will not be doing our season long football
pool this year in favor of a couple of new events for fund raising. We
have asked on Facebook if anyone is interested in Fantasy Football
League (with a minimum $100 payout to the winner). Coming
this spring will be an NJC March Madness contest. Ed will be doing a
couple of football pools for specific games so stay tuned for that
info. The money we raise during the various events throughout the
year gets plugged back into our family/congregation through many
ways such as sponsoring events at the synagogue and offering scholarships to Jacob's Camp to our children.
Other events upcoming this year will be Brotherhood sponsored
dinners before services, a Brotherhood led service, a wine tasting
event, Sh'mash cleanups, and a Bro Night Out. If you are intested in
helping leading any of these events or something else please let Miles,
Ed, or myself know.
I am looking forward to having fun with all of you this year.
Thanks,
Quintin King, Brotherhood President

The Archives Committee would like to remind everyone
about the Archive collection box located in the library.
Any old photos or memorabilia from NJC’s past
are desired.

Session Planned
for
Shofar Blowers,
Ushers and
Hagbah and Gelilah Honorees
Would you like to blow a shofar at our
services on Rosh Hashanah and at the
conclusion of our service on Yom Kippur? As has become our tradition in our
NJC family, we are planning on having a
number of different people sound the
shofar so that we can fulfill the mitzvah of
hearing its special sounds. This year, on
the last Sunday of August, many of us
had the opportunity of making our own
shofars. If you did, or if you already own
a shofar, this workshop will help get you
ready to properly produce the kol shofar
– the voice of the shofar.
If you are interested in participating,
come to a session with Rabbi Nimon on
Tuesday, September 11th at 7:00 P.M.
Bring your shofar if you have one.
Rabbi Nimon owns one that he can lend
to someone. Call Rabbi Nimon to make
an individual appointment if you are interested in participating but cannot make
the meeting on that Tuesday.
On the same day, Tuesday, September 11th at 7:30 P.M there will be a
brief training session for anyone ushering on the High Holy Days. We will go
over the responsibilities of being an
usher. The meeting should take no more
than 30 minutes.
When that concludes at 8:00 P.M.
anyone who receives an honor of Hagbah (raising the Torah) or Gelilah
(dressing the Torah) can practice so
that s/he can be comfortable doing this
during services. If you would just like the
experience of performing Hagbah or
Gelilah in a practice situation, even if you
have not received that honor this year,
please feel free to attend. Please note:
The ritual committee reminds everyone
that for this honor you are encouraged to
wear a tallit.
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Book of Remembrance Submission form 2012/5773
Names for the Book of Remembrance may be submitted only by members of the Northshore Jewish
Congregation. A donation of $10.00 per name is required.
In Loving Memory of (print names below):
1._______________________________

5. ________________________________

2. _______________________________

6. _______________________________

3. _______________________________

7. _______________________________

4. _______________________________

8. _______________________________

Remembered By (print names below):
________________________________________________________________________________
If you would like to repeat your submission from last year, please contact the office at
admin@northshorejewish.org or call 951-7976.
Enclosed is a contribution of $_______________.
A donation is included in memory of the 6 million that perished in the Holocaust: $______________
Submitted by:

______________

Email Address:

_____________________
_____________Telephone No:

____________

Please make your check payable to "Northshore Jewish Congregation", and mail it with this form to 1403 N.
Causeway Boulevard, Mandeville, LA 70471. Names will not be printed in the booklet unless a check is received
with the names, by the due date. We must have this form and the check by Tuesday, September 18, 2012 to
allow time for typing and printing.

TREE OF LIFE
LEAVES ARE NOW AVAILABLE.
LEAF PURCHASES MAKE A GREAT WAY TO COMMEMORATE
LIFE CYCLE EVENTS.
$90 per leaf (Chai 5)
CALL THE OFFICE FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Annual Yom Kippur
Food Drive
NJC will be collecting nonperishible food items for
the Covington Food Bank on Kol Nidre
and Yom Kippur services
September 25 and 26, 2012.
PARENTS, PARTICIPATE IN THE
GIFT OF ISRAEL PROGRAM
THROUGH THE
JEWISH FEDERATION OF
GREATER NEW ORLEANS.
Start saving now to send your child to Israel!
CONTACT MAUREEN KURTZ FOR MORE
INFORMATION. njc1403@aol.com

