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(Rabbi) Nimon Says 

I sometimes say, and only partially in jest, that days can drag but years seem to fly.  It seems like only a short 

time ago that I arrived in Mandeville and it is now three years later.  This last year started with much excite-

ment and is concluding the same way.  In Tishri we observed the High Holy Days and the holidays of Sukkot 

and Simhat Torah, which was especially celebratory because of the donation of a Torah to NJC by the Faber 

family.  In early May, as you know, I received a Doctorate of Divinity degree from the Hebrew Union  

College- Jewish Institute of Religion.  In late May four of our teenagers: Jonathan King, Rebecca and Ryan 

Oppenheim and Caroline Santopadre were confirmed. 

 

I was impressed with the quality of their presentations reflecting on their Jewish identity. Congratulations to them and their 

parents. NJC was the venue for the wedding of our members, Lisa Weinstein and Lynn DuCote’ on Saturday night, May 

19th.  The ceremony was held in the serenity garden which has been beautifully transformed over the last couple of years. On 

Saturday evening, May 26th we celebrated Shavuot with a game of Jewpardy and an ice cream social, in addition to a service 

which included Yizkor. It has been a full and exciting conclusion to my third year as the Rabbi of NJC. 

 

Our social schedule was also full this year, starting with a memorable evening with chef John Besh in the fall. This was fol-

lowed by a wonderful Hanukkah concert starring Jon Rankin and included a surprise appearance by Don Vappie. In the spring 

we were delighted by our first Jazz Concert, featuring Leah Chase, Don Vappie and Mark Brooks. 

 

A highlight of the year was the program held to commemorate Yom Hashoah.  I am indebted to the speakers, NJC’s own Dr. 

Av Szyller and our guest, Dr. Edward Farber for an event that captivated everyone in the room. We were thrilled to have over 

two hundred people in attendance. 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped NJC have a memorable 5772. 

 

I will be taking some vacation time in June but will be back for the wedding of Paige Teadt and Ian Overcash on July 

1st.   Paige is the daughter of members, Heidi and Troy Teadt, and the granddaughter of members Alvin and Judy 

Reznik.  Mazel Tov to the Teadts and the Rezniks. 

 

Looking ahead, my goals for the coming year include: 

• strengthening programming for our youth 

• identifying and taking better advantage of the resources within the congregation 

• expanding our adult education program 

• doing more outreach to our membership 

• interacting with the Mandeville community as a whole 

 

Lisa joins me in wishing you a great summer.  I am headed to New England where I will visit with my four children and 5 

grandchildren.  Pictures to follow! 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE NJC PRESIDENT, IRA ROSENZWEIG 

Hurricane season has started, and, as we discussed at our Annual Meeting, we can see storm clouds on 

the horizon.  Fortunately, these are not tropical storm clouds, but financial storm clouds.  It is appropriate at 

this time to issue a financial storm watch for our Congregation.  Not a warning, but a watch.  We can see a se-

rious financial situation only about three years away.  But before we discuss these financial challenges facing 

our Congregation, we should consider some of the highlights of our past year.  We have a great deal to be 

happy and proud about what our Congregation accomplished during the past year. 

 

The Congregation’s business year begins on July 1, and one of the first activities in that month is the 

first meeting of the new Board of Trustees.  I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the other members of the 

Board for their service and contribution.  In addition to a long Board meeting every month, every member of 

the Board chairs a committee or two, or is involved in other activities within our Congregation.  These Board 

members are some of the people who carry this Congregation. 

 

An important person in the work of the Congregation is our Rabbi.  A very significant milestone oc-

curred this year when we signed Rabbi Nimon to a new, long term contract.  This contract demonstrates 

growth and stability on the part of the NJC and Rabbi Nimon.  We look forward to Rabbi Nimon leading us 

for many years. 

 

Returning to the beginning of the year, we began a big push for new members.  Tami O'Connell and 

her Membership Committee hosted a very successful open house for new members and stayed in constant con-

tact with potential and existing members.  We approved several new memberships this year as a testament to 

Tami and her Committee’s hard work. 

 

In November, we held one of the biggest events ever at the NJC when Chef John Besh visited with 

food, his new cookbook and a presentation about his trip to Israel.  Cheryl Klein set this up with Chef Besh 

and was helped by the Fundraising Committee.  The NJC received extensive publicity for this event, which 

was deserved.  That night we hosted a world famous chef and television personality.  This was a successful 

fundraiser as well, making the event a tremendous night for the NJC. 

 

Moving on, thanks to Roberta Torman and Ritual Committee, we began a series of enriching Friday 

night activities.  We started with our First Friday of the month Shabbat Pot Luck dinners, preceded by well 

attended Kinder Shabbats.  Everyone has enjoyed these dinners, joining together in a delicious and fun Shab-

bat dinner experience.  Also, for the past several months, on the Second Friday night of each month, we have 

started holding a Torah service during our Friday night services.  It has been truly rewarding watching our 

members get called to the Torah for aliyahs or having ark openings and other honors.  In many cases, these 

aliyahs or honors have been the first ones that some of our members have had as members of our Congrega-

tion, or even longer. 

 

Our social programming hit a couple of high notes, pardon the pun, with two jazz concerts held at the 

NJC.  First, we had John Rankin perform a Chanukah concert in December, and then in March we had top 

headliners Leah Chase, Don Vappie and Mark Brooks perform. Thanks again to Cheryl Klein who worked 

hard to make this a great night of music and a successful fundraiser as well. 

 

A final program that I'd like to highlight is our recent Yom Hashoah or Holocaust Remembrance Day 

program.  As those of you who attended know, this was an incredible night. Literally, the sanctuary was full of 

people listening to Av Syzller tell his moving family story, and we had Dr. Ed Hafer give a talk on one of the 

unique transit camps.  We had dozens of high school students and other people from across the local commu-

nity attend this program.  Taking a lead in teaching about the Holocaust is something that should be a mission 

for the NJC.   
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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT , Ira Rosenzweig….Continued from page 2  

 

Of course, it costs money to operate and provide this programming. And that’s why we are posting a 

financial storm watch.  It's not a warning -- the NJC can, and will, continue. However, each year for the past 

several years, we have been operating at a deficit.  This deficit spending is eating away at our financial re-

serves.  We are at the point now where we can see that in a matter of a couple to a few years, our financial re-

serves will be gone.  If we continue losing money at the same rate as we have in the past few years, our cash 

reserve will be gone in three years.  And that assumes we are not faced with any major expense, such as hav-

ing to replace our 15 year old air conditioning system.  It’s time now to plan to prevent this serious situation 

from happening.  We need to bring our budget more in balance. 

 

One way to balance the budget is to raise dues.  Dues have been raised $50 per year per unit for the last 

two years, and the Board anticipates increasing dues again this year.  We have carefully reviewed our ex-

penses, but there is not much left to cut in our budget.   

 

Another way to cover our expenses is through fundraising.  We will need to raise about $40,000 next 

year to balance our budget.  With the down economy, we have not been able to raise that much money in the 

last couple of years, so this will be a huge task.  Fortunately, Mark Wolfe, our Gala Chairman extraordi-

naire, has agreed to lead this year’s Gala.  It’s been pushed back from the Spring to November 3rd to 

help with the fundraising effort.  The Gala is not our only fundraising event, but it is far and away our 

major and most important effort.  When Mark calls you for help or for a donation, this is the time to 

step up and participate.  Please mark November 3rd on your calendar, help out, and come out and enjoy 

the Gala. 

 

 We have much to be thankful for here at NJC, but much work to be done.  I’d sincerely like to 

thank everyone who contributed their efforts or resources to the NJC this past year.  I look forward to another 

tremendous year for the NJC. 

  

 

NJC  

YARD SALE 

SUNDAY  

AUGUST 5, 2012 

PLEASE BRING ITEMS BY OVER THE SUMMER! 

CLOTHES, HOUSEHOLD GOODS, APPLIANCES,  

FURNITURE, EXERCISE EQUIPMENT  

ARE ALL GREAT DONATIONS!  

NEED HELP? WE WILL PICK UP!  

CONTACT THE OFFICE TO SCHEDULE A DROP-OFF 

TIME OR TO SCHEDULE A PICK-UP TIME!  

(985) 951-7976 OR admin@northshorejewish.org 

 

THE NJC GALA 

IS SCHEDULED 

FOR  

NOVEMBER 3rd! 

 

OUR GALA TEAM IS BEING LED  

BY MARK WOLFE,  

AND OUR FIRST MEETING IS  

TUESDAY, JUNE 5 AT 7:30 p.m. 

 

CAN’T MAKE THE MEETING, BUT WOULD 

LIKE TO GET INVOLVED? 

SEND US AN EMAIL AND WE’LL KEEP  

YOU INFORMED. 

admin@northshorejewish.org  
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NJC    SISTERHOOD 
 

        The Book Club has chosen 2 books to read over the summer.  

 
Sweet Dates in Basra by Jessica Jiji.  
The story takes place in Iraq in the 1940s, spanning the time of the Second World War and the 

establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. Two strong cultures are the background for the 
love story between Kathmiya Mahmoud, an Arab girl, and Shafiq, a Jewish boy, and the friend-
ship between Shafiq and Omar, a Muslim friend. The rare attribute of this book is the lack of 

stereotyping of these characters. 

 
Prague Winter by Madeline Albright.   
Before she turned twelve, Madeleine Albright's life was shaken by the Nazi invasion of her na-

tive Czechoslovakia, the Battle of Britain, the attempted destruction of European Jewry, the 
Allied victory in World War II, the rise of communism, and the onset of the Cold War. 

Drawing on her memory, her parents' written reflections, interviews with contemporaries, and 
newly-available documents, Albright recounts a tale of these years that is by turns harrowing 
and inspiring. The book takes readers from the Bohemian capital's thousand-year-old castle to 

the bomb shelters of London, from the desolate prison ghetto of Terezin to the highest councils 
of European and American government. 

 
At once a deeply personal memoir and an incisive work of history, Prague Winter serves as a 
guide to the future through the lessons of the past—as seen through the eyes of one of the in-

ternational community's most respected and fascinating figures. 
 

Next meeting date TBA. 

Dylan O'Connell will be a Bar  

MItzvah this year. He chose a Mitzvah 

project that he felt very connected to 

since he loves sports and wants to 

make a difference helping young boys 

his own age that are less fortunate & who have lost their 

fathers. The organization he is promoting and helping is 

called Son of a Saints Sports Foundation. 

 Son of a Saint Sports Foundation 

(www.sonofasaint.org<http://www.sonofasaint.org>) is a 

nonprofit organization dedicated to enhancing the lives 

of fatherless young males through organized sports pro-

grams, mentorship and education. Please go on the 

sonofasaint.org<http://sonofasaint.org> site for more 

information or click on the attached link. Its founder is a 

son of a N.O Saints player whose father passed away 

when he was 3 years old. 

Please donate any new or used sports equipment into 

the “cage” located in the temple foyer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On Saturday, August 11  

the Congregation will do a Habitat build 

with the St. Tammany West Chapter of 

Habitat for Humanity . 

  We will start the day with a light  

breakfast and Shabbat services at the 

build site.  

Please let us know if you are interested. 

For more information, contact  

Cheryl Klein at cherylk410@gmail.com.  

 

http://www.sonofasaint.org/
http://sonofasaint.org/


 

 

 

 

Lisa Weinstein & Lynn Ducote’  

on their marriage! 

 

Paige Teadt and Ian Overcash on 

their upcoming wedding. Paige is 

the daughter of  

Troy and Heidi Teadt and  

grand-daughter of  

Al and Judy Reznik. 

 

Congrats to Irene Collazo on 

completion of her Masters           

Degree of Social Work                        

at Tulane University 
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GARBAGE BAGS 

13 GALLON 

36 GALLON 

WASTE BASKET 

 

STORAGE BAGS 

QUART & GALLON 

 

PAPER TOWELS 

PLASTIC CUPS & 

TABLECLOTHES 

 

SWIFFER WET JET  

SUPPLIES 

 

DECAF COFFEE 

 

TOILET PAPER 

 

BELOW IS A LIST OF FREQUENTLY  

USED ITEMS AT NJC. 

ANY DONATED SUPPLIES WOULD BE  

GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

 

 

R’fuah  Shleimah 
 

Sally Rosenblum 

Ian Steinberg    Leonard White 

Harold Zissman 

 

 

 

Please help preserve 

our history for  

generations to come 

by placing any old 

and more recent 

photos and  

memorabilia  

from NJC in the  

Archive Box located 

in the Library.  

The Religious School  

children celebrated the end of 

a successful year with a  

Bowling Party. 

 

Hebrew School starts 

Monday, September 10th 

for the 2012-2013 year. 

Students are eligible to start if they 

are entering the 4th grade  

or  are 10 years old.    

A new Hebrew school curriculum 

will be used.  

For more information,  

please contact  

Hebrew School Director  

Roberta Torman at 

bertaotr@bellsouth.net  

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

Ty & Susan Ovella, Roberta Torman, 

Matt & Sarah Pokorny,  

Tami O’Connell,  Matthew & Rhonda 

Ehrlicher, Shannon Noonan and Elena 

Torman for your donations to the  

Playground Fund. 

 

Mike Fawer for his donation to the 

Brotherhood.  

 

ADULT EDUCATION 

CLASSES WILL  

RESUME IN THE FALL 

mailto:bertaotr@bellsouth.net


NJC RELIGIOUS SCHOOL APPLICATION 

Please return by August  10th with full payment to: 

1403 N. Causeway Blvd. 

Mandeville, LA 70471 

 

Parent(s) Name(s)  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

            Street                                             City                                         Zip Code 

 

Telephone (H)_________________________ (Cell 1)_____________________(Cell 2)____________________ 

 

E-mail address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Please print clearly) 

 

Where did your child attend religious school last year? _____________________________________________ 

          

_____ YES, I can volunteer in Religious School by ________________________________________________ 

 

_____ No. I cannot volunteer, but WILL donate ___________________________________________________ 

 

Child’s Name       Birthday        Grade as of Sept. 1st 

 

 

                  Tuition is $250 per year/per student and should be mailed to NJC 

Members must be in good standing (dues current) in order to enroll your child in Religious School!  

 

 In order to provide the most effective learning experience possible, it would be helpful if you could identify any spe-

cial needs or concerns that your child might have. This may include, but is not limited to, emotional, visual, or hear-

ing concerns or ADD or ADHD. Please feel free to discuss this with your child’s teacher, or you may list your con-

cerns here: 

 

 

PLEASE PAY IN ADVANCE. CREDIT CARDS ARE NOW ACCEPTED IN PERSON IN THE OFFICE. 

 

      

      

      

FIRST DAY OF RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

***IS SUNDAY, AUGUST 19*** 
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Now collecting  

 non-perishable food 

items for the  

COVINGTON FOOD BANK. 

Please drop items off in the basket 

located in the foyer. 

 
TREE OF LIFE  

LEAVES ARE NOW  

AVAILABLE. 

 
LEAF PURCHASES MAKE A 

GREAT WAY TO  

COMMEMORATE 

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS. 

$90 per leaf (Chai 5) 

 

COMMITTEES 

Archives Committee – Chair Jim Klein (ajkcfk@msn.com)   

Budget & Finance Committee – Chair Jeff Rubin (rubin.jeff@gmail.com)  

Building Fund – Chair David Kaplan (dkaplan308@aol.com) 

Caring Committee – Chair Patti Oppenheim  (opplaw1@att.net )  

Fundraising– Chair Jose’ Collazo (jose.m.collazo@uscg.mil )  

House Committee – Co-Chairs Dan Oppenheim (c210dao@charter.net)   

          Andre’ DeHaan (njcandre@gmail.com )  

Information Technology (IT) Committee – Chair Jeff Rubin (rubin.jeff@gmail.com)  

Leadership Development Committee—Chair Miriam Fleischer (miriamnjc@gmail.com)  

Library Committee – Chair Bonnie Wood (beebeewood@gmail.com ) 

Membership– Chair Tami O’Connell  (tami1305@bellsouth.net )   

Music Committee-Chair Patti Oppenheim (opplaw1@att.net )  

Religious Education Committee– Chair Jeff Rubin (rubin.jeff@gmail.com)  

Religious School Director Sandy Brenner (sb123166@aol.com ) 

Hebrew School Director Roberta Torman (bertaotr@bellsouth.net)  

Ritual Committee –  Chair Roberta Torman (bertaotr@bellsouth.net)  

Social Action Committee – Chair Cheryl Klein (cherylk410@gmail.com )  

Youth Group Advisor - Ellen Steigman (steigmantino@aol.com)  

Brotherhood – President Quinten King  (quinten.king@hotmail.com )  

Sisterhood – President Joni Soboloff  (soboloff@aol.com )  

SCHEDULE FOR JUNE 

SHABBAT SERVICES 

FRIDAY EVENINGS AT 7:30 p.m. 

June 1,8,15,22,29 

 

BOARD MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 4  AT 7 p.m. 

 

FUNDRAISING MEETING 

TUESDAY, JUNE 5 AT 7:30p.m. 

SCHEDULE FOR JULY 

SHABBAT SERVICES 

FRIDAY EVENINGS AT 7:30 p.m. 

July 6,13,20,27 

 

SATURDAY MORNINGS AT 10 a.m. 

July 7, 14, 21, 28 

 

BOARD MEETING 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL TEACHERS 

 

TIFFANY GILLEY   TAMI O’CONNELL 

TRACY GOLD   JUDY REZNIK 

          JACK POLLACK       WALKIE ROSENZWEIG 

 LISA WEINSTEIN      AL REZNIK 

          ROBERT BILLER   RABBI NIMON 

DIRECTOR SANDY BRENNER 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 

HEBREW SCHOOL  

TEACHERS 

 

DIRECTOR/TEACHER  

ROBERTA TORMAN 

 

ROBERT BILLER 

ELLEN STEIGMAN 

RACHEL ROSENZEIG 

mailto:ajkcfk@msn.com
mailto:dkaplan308@aol.com
mailto:c210dao@charter.net
mailto:rubin.jeff@gmail.com
mailto:rubin.jeff@gmail.com
mailto:bertaotr@bellsouth.net
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